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NWS National Service Programs
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NWS Weather Forecast Offices
Provides Marine & Land Forecasts
Provides Land Forecasts
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Coastal and Offshore areas
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2016 Global Ship Tracks

NWS High Seas Marine Zones
Shipping lanes in green:

Source of 2013 total ship tracks and background: 
marinetraffic.com

OPC

WFO Honolulu
NHC TAFB

NHC TAFB

OPC
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NWS Marine Products

• Marine Text Forecasts and Products
• Marine Graphic Forecasts and 

Products
• Ice Analysis, Forecasts and Iceberg 

Reports
• Coastal and Marine Watches/Warnings
• Impact-Based Decision Support 

Services (IDSS)
• Computer Generated Model Guidance
• Safety Messaging and Response
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Dissemination Methods
NOAA Weather Radio - Reliable weather broadcasts out to 25nm from shore

HF radio - Long distance broadcast range with coastal and offshore weather information

VHF radio - Marine radio on channels 16 and 22A.  Primarily broadcasts for coastal areas

NAVTEX - Medium Frequency weather broadcasts on 518 khz with a range up to 200 nm.  Low cost 
and automated

InMarsat C SafetyNET - Satellite transmission of high seas forecasts and warnings. 

Iridium SafetyCast - Near future satellite transmission of high seas forecasts and warnings (Platform 
operational in December 2020)

FTPMail - User can request and receive NWS text and graphic products via email using ftp commands. 
Low bandwidth.

For more information: https://weather.gov/marine (Dissemination menu)
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Know Before You Go!
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Know Before You Go! - Check the Forecast

http://weather.gov
Point and Click
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Marine Program Website
http://weather.gov/marine
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Marine Website Features
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Marine “Point and Click” Spot Forecast
Replace “Miami” with local forecast office

https://www.weather.gov/mfl/
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Forecast Products
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Special Marine Warning - Auto-tweet
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Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/

● From People to Ports to 
Communities, we are working 
to build a Weather-Ready 
Nation
○ Ready, Responsive and 

Resilient to extreme weather 
and other hazards

http://www.noaa.gov/marine-aviation
http://www.noaa.gov/research
http://www.noaa.gov/satellites
http://www.noaa.gov/fisheries
http://www.noaa.gov/oceans-coasts
http://www.noaa.gov/weather
https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/


N A T I O N A L   O C E A N I C   A N D   A T M O S P H E R I C   A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  //  16

Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/

● The Ambassador campaign 
aims to magnify those 
efforts through partnerships 
with key businesses and 
organizations 
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Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/

● Who can be a 
Weather-Ready Nation 
Ambassador? 
○ All levels of government
○ Academia
○ Businesses & non-profits
○ Weather-dependent sectors of 

economy
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Weather-Ready Nation Marine Ambassador

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/wrna-marine

Weather-Ready Nation Marine Ambassador Network
● Comprehensive toolkit including virtual marine 

weather hazard training
● Promotes weather safety messaging to their 

stakeholders
● Engages with NOAA personnel on potential 

collaboration opportunities
● Sharing Success Stories of Preparedness and 

Resiliency
● Virtual WRN recognition and share the WRN logo for 

your use
● Direct line of feedback for NWS product 

improvements
● Receive a quarterly newsletter from the NWS about 

marine weather
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Weather-Ready Nation Marine Ambassador

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/wrna-marine

Ambassador Tab
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Weather-Ready Nation Marine Ambassador

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/wrna-marine

TOP SECTION
● Intro to WRN Marine Ambassador
● Link to the Flyer
● Contact information
● Social Media link
● Link to NWS Marine Forecast 

areas
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Weather-Ready Nation Marine Ambassador

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/wrna-marine

MIDDLE SECTION
● Event Calendar

○ Marine related Conferences
○ Marine related awareness 

weeks
○ Other marine related 

activities
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Weather-Ready Nation Marine Ambassador

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/wrna-marine

BOTTOM LEFT SECTION
● Forecast Resources

○ NWS Atlantic Analysis 
○ NWS Pacific Analysis 
○ NWS Alaska/Arctic Analysis
○ National Hurricane Center

Forecasts
○ Weather Forecast Offices
○ U.S. National Ice Center
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Weather-Ready Nation Marine Ambassador

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/wrna-marine

BOTTOM RIGHT SECTION
● Virtual Training Modules

○ Marine and Tropical 
● Additional Data and Resources

○ NWS Marine Program, VOS, 
NDBC, et.

● Comprehensive Documents
○ OPC Product Guide

● Marine Service Change Notices
○ Example: recent zone changes
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Thank you!  Questions?
Darren Wright
National Marine Program Manager

darren.wright@noaa.gov

(202) 936-5993
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